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WASHINGTON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
Regular Scheduled Meeting – Minutes 

Tuesday, November 3, 2015 
7:00 PM 

 
Members Present 

Geraldine McKinley      Ed Hodges 
Seth Shoneman             Judi Hickson 

Monica Ferrari 
 

Members Absent 
Mary Pat Musselman 

 
Others Present 

John Rodman, Director 
Emily Rebert, Historic Planner 

Jessica Green, Administrative Support 
 

 
I. Opening of the meeting 
The Chairman called the meeting to order. 
 
II. Invocation 
A moment of silence was taken. 
 
III. Roll Call 
A silent roll call was taken by staff. 
 
Seth Shoneman made a motion to accept the agenda. His motion was seconded by Judi Hickson.  All 
voted in favor. 
 
IV. Old Business – Major Works 
 

1.  Reconsideration of application which have been denied.  Pat Griffin has asked that the 
Historic Preservation Commission reconsider his applications for Certificate of Appropriateness 
for vinyl windows on the front façade of the structure located at 315 & 319 West 2nd Street. 
 
Ed Hodge read Rule 20 from the Washington Historic Preservation Commission Rules of 
Procedure.  Mr. Rodman explained that the first thing that needed to happen was for a 
commission member to make a motion to allow Mr. Griffin to come forward and present new 
evidence.  He explained that he can only present new evidence; he cannot rehash some of the 
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points that have already been discussed.  Once he has done that the Commission must decide if 
the new evidence is substantial enough to warrant a new hearing.   
 
Seth Shoneman made a motion to allow Mr. Griffin to present new evidence in support of his 
request for reconsideration.  His motion was seconded by Judi Hickson.  All voted in favor. 
 
Mr. Griffin came forward and was sworn in.  Mr. Rodman explained that Mr. Griffin is only 
asking the Commission to reconsider the windows, not the siding.  Mr. Griffin explained that he 
is asking the Commission to reconsider the windows because they have approved the windows 
in previous years.  Mr. Griffin listed off dates and addresses from the Commission’s meeting 
minutes where the Commission had approved vinyl windows in the past.  He stated that he 
would like to be treated the same way as they treated these cases in the past.  Ed Hodges stated 
that he did not recall all of the addresses that Mr. Griffin listed but he did address the cases that 
he remembered.  He stated that in most case the applicant came with pictures showing the 
disrepair of the windows.  Mr. Hodges stated that if the windows were not repairable then the 
Commission had allowed replacement windows in the past.  Mr. Hodges asked Mr. Griffin if he 
had pictures of his windows showing the condition.  Mr. Griffin stated that he did not.  Ms. 
Hickson asked if the windows were replaced on the other three sides.  Mr. Griffin stated that 
they had been replaced.   
 
Geraldine McKinley made a motion to rehear the application based on the new evidence with 
the stipulation that he uses the outside grids on the windows.  Seth Shoneman seconded the 
motion and all voted in favor. 
 
The Chairman opened the floor. 
 
Don Stroud came forward and stated that he opposed this matter.  Mr. Stroud also gave some 
explanation as to why the replacement windows were allowed that the addresses Mr. Griffin 
listed.  Mr. Stroud stated that if they Commission allowed the request then they might as well 
take out the entire provision from the guidelines.  Mr. Stroud stated that windows are 
significant architectural features of their homes and it is not the wood that they care so much 
about, it is the glass that is so important.  He stated that windows need to be preserved and he 
felt that there was no new evidence presented that should change their decision.   
 
Dee Congleton came forward and was sworn in.  Ms. Congleton stated that John Wood from the 
SHIPPO office once stated that 95% of all wood windows can be repaired.  She stated that she 
went and looked at the windows and they look repairable to her.  She stated that the request 
should be denied.   
 
Jerry Creech came forward and was sworn in.  Mr. Creech stated that he himself had repaired 
and rebuilt windows for his own home.  He explained that there is nothing about a wood 
window that cannot repaired.  He stated that he does not like to see windows destroyed and 
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they are 90% better than any vinyl window you can buy.  He stated that if the Commission gives 
the okay to this request and set the precedent tonight, it will all be over.      
 
The Chairman closed the floor and the Commission discussed the request further.  Ms. McKinley 
stated that her struggle is that there was no opposition when the windows were replaced that 
the other homes Mr. Griffin referred to.  Seth Shoneman stated that over 80% of the windows 
have been replaced on each house.  He stated that he is all about preserving historic homes, but 
he felt the ship had sailed on these two houses.  He stated that he is in favor of allowing Mr. 
Griffin to replace the windows on the front just for consistency.  He stated that if the 
Commission wanted to make a mark and say they wouldn’t allow replacement windows have a 
certain date he would be okay with that as well.  Mr. Hodges stated that originally the 
Commission told him that he could not replace the front windows, so he has known that from 
the get go.   
 
Seth Shoneman made a motion to allow Mr. Griffin to replace the windows on the front façade 
of the two homes at 315 and 319 West 2nd Street with the muttons on the exterior of the glass 
to match the windows already installed.  Geraldine McKinley seconded the motion.  The motion 
failed with at 2 to 3 vote with Ed Hodges, Judi Hickson, and Monica Ferrari voting against the 
motion.   
 
Monica Ferrari made a motion to deny Mr. Griffin’s request to replace the front façade windows 
with vinyl at 315 and 319 West 2nd Street.  Her motion was seconded by Judi Hickson and the 
motion carried with a majority voted of 3 to 2 with Seth Shoneman and Geraldine McKinley 
voting in opposition.            
 

V. Certificate of Appropriateness 
 
 A. Major Works 
 

1.  A request has been made by Mr. Richard Dwayne Godley for a Certificate of Appropriateness 
to construct a porch roof over the approved front porch on the front façade of the structure 
located at 323 North Bonner Street. 
 
Mr. Gene Godley, representing Mr. Richard Godley, came forward and was sworn in.  Mr. 
Godley stated that they would like to build a roof over the porch that was approved last month 
at the Commission meeting.  Ms. Ferrari asked what color the metal roof would be.  Mr. Griffin 
stated that they would like to match it with the existing roof that is brown and the columns will 
be painted to match the railings.   
 
Judi Hickson made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation Commission 
grant a Certificate of Appropriateness to Mr. Richard Godley to construct a porch roof on the 
front façade, located at 323 North Bonner Street.  This motion is based on the following findings 
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of fact:  the application is congruous with the Historic Preservation Commission Design 
Guidelines, specifically Chapter 3.6 Porches and Entryways.  Her motion was seconded by 
Monica Ferrari.  All voted in favor and the motion carried. 
 
2.  A request has been made by Mr. Glenn Williams for a Certificate of Appropriateness to 
replace the existing transom and awning with copper material on the front façade of the 
structure located at 201 West Main Street. 
 
Mr. Glen Williams came forward and was sworn in.  Mr. Williams stated that the current façade 
is in disrepair and the awning needs to be repair.  He stated that he did not felt that either one 
of the items had any historic significance.  He stated that they would like to use something that 
is more water proof and longer lasting than wood.  He stated that they wanted to replace the 
façade with 12” vertical copper panels that will have a similar design as the wood.  He explained 
that they plan to coat it in order to maintain the copper color.  And to compliment that they 
want to take the existing awning down and replace it with a copper awning of a similar size.  He 
explained that the new awning would be more rectangular in shape.            
 
Seth Shoneman made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation Commission 
grant a Certificate of Appropriateness to Mr. Glenn Williams to renovate the front façade of the 
structure located at 201 West Main Street.  This motion is based on the following findings of 
fact:  the application is congruous with the Historic Preservation Commission Design Guidelines, 
specifically Chapter 3.7 Storefronts.  The motion was seconded by Geraldine McKinley.  All voted 
in favor.    
 
3.  A request has been made by Patricia Lewis and Lori Hardee for a Certificate of 
Appropriateness to install 278’ of privacy fence in a majority of the rear yard of the structure 
located at 409 East 2nd Street.  The fence will stepped in as to not be seen from the front of the 
house. 
 
Patricia Lewis came forward and was sworn in.  Ms. Lewis explained her request for a privacy 
fence in her back yard.  She explained that it will be stepped in so that it would not be visible 
from the street.  She explained that she would like the fence for security and privacy and to 
have a space for her dog.  Judi Hickson asked if there was a reason why the fence needed to 6’ 
and not 5’.  Ms. Lewis stated that she would like it to be 6’ so that no one could look over the 
fence and a 6’ high fence is harder to scale.  Monica Ferrari stated that she did not see a site 
plan or scaled elevation drawing submitted with the request.  She stated that in the guidelines it 
states that these elements must be submitted with the application and an incomplete 
application will not be accepted.  Mr. Hodges explained the location of the fence.  Ms. Ferrari 
stated that in her option it was an incomplete application according to the guidelines.   
 
Monica Ferrari made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation Commission 
deny a Certificate of Appropriateness to Ms. Pat Lewis to add a six foot high wooden privacy 
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fence to enclose the rear property yard located at 409 East Second Street.  This motion is based 
on the following findings of act:  the application is not congruous with the Historic Preservation 
Commission Design Guidelines, specifically Chapter 4.0 Streetscape and Site Design Section 4.6 
Fences and Walls.  Her motion was seconded by Judi Hickson.  The motion failed with a 2 to 3 
vote with Geraldine McKinley, Ed Hodges, and Seth Shoneman voting in opposition.   
 
The Chairman opened the floor. 
 
Dee Congleton came forward and stated that the Commission cannot approve the request 
without a site plan.  She stated that it states in the guidelines that a site plan is required.   
 
Don Stroud came forward and stated that he agreed with Ms. Congleton.  He stated that those 
rules are there for a purpose.  He stated that the Commission needs to follow their guidelines, 
so that their decisions do not have a reason to be challenged.       
 
Monica Ferrari made a motion to continue the request with a complete site plan to next month.  
Judi Hickson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor and the motion carried.   
 
4.  A request has been made by Mr. Calvin McLean for a Certificate of Appropriateness to install 
wood railings and spindles to the wheel chair ramp and landing on the structure located at 121 
East 2nd Street. 
 
Mr. McLean and Mona Pinner came forward and were sworn in.  Ms. Pinner explained that the 
wheelchair ramp has probably been there for 10 years already and they just want to continue 
the work and make it safe and meet all the ADA requirements so it can be usable in the future.  
She explained that the railings would match the railings in the front on the house.  She stated 
that the steps would also have railings identical to the railings in the front.  She explained that 
they are required to have a 3 ½ inch gap between the rails.  Monica Ferrari asked if the ramp 
was on the east side or the west side of the house.  Ms. Pinner stated that it is on the west side 
of the house and goes to the back side of the house.  She explained that there is about 15 ft. on 
the west side, but most is on the back of the house.  Ed Hodges stated that they are just trying 
to comply with the ADA regulations for the wheelchair ramp.   
 
Judi Hickson made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation Commission 
grant a Certificate of Appropriateness to Mr. Calvin McLean to install a wood railing and spindles 
to the wheel chair ramp on the western side of the structure located at 121 East Second Street.  
This motion is based on the following findings of fact:  the application is congruous with the 
Historic Preservation Commission Design Guidelines, specifically Chapter 3.5 Additions.  Her 
motion was seconded by Seth Shoneman. All voted in favor.   
 
Mr. McLean and Ms. Pinner then discussed their request for the condensing units listed under 
minor works.  They stated that they do intend to put the condensing units on the east side on 
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the house so that they are not visible from the street.  Mr. McLean explained the reasoning why 
a condensing unit could not be installed at the rear of the structure.       
 
Mr. Stroud stated that applicants can not present amended application to the Commission 
without the adjourning property owners being contacted.  He stated that the units should be 
placed on the west side or at the rear of the property.  He stated that they should not be 
allowed to put them on the residential side (east side) of the house.   
 
Ed Hodges asked if the application was being amended or if they are being asked to approve 
anything that has not been approved by staff.  Mr. Rodman stated that there was some 
confusion and he thought that they had decided to change the location, but Mr. McLean stated 
that they have not and plan to put the units on the east side..  Monica Ferrari asked why the 
units couldn’t be place in the rear.  Mr. McLean stated that 8 years ago these same two units 
were approved for the same location.  Mr. Hodges stated that what was approved 8 years ago is 
irrelevant. Mr. McLean then explained why putting the units at the rear would not work due to 
the line set that provides the refrigerate.  He explained that these units are brand new units and 
are whisper quiet units.  Mr. McLean stated that if they put the units on the west side they 
would be fully exposed to the parking lot and the line sets would have to be longer which causes 
less efficiency.   
 
Ed Hodges stated that the application has not been changed and the Commission is not being 
asked to approve anything that has not already been approved by staff so there is no reason for 
any other conversation.  Monica Ferrari quoted guideline 3.14.3 “Mechanical systems including 
utility meters and heating and air-conditioning equipment shall be located at the rear of a 
structure if feasible.  Mechanical equipment which can be seen from the street must be 
screened with shrubbery or appropriate fencing.” She stated that according to the guidelines he 
has two options the rear or the west side and screen it with shrubbery.  Ed Hodges stated that 
Mr. McLean explained the reason why he felt it wasn’t feasible to put them in the rear.  The 
Commission then discussed the issue.  Mr. McLean stated that he would screen the units and 
there is also existing shrubbery there.  He again stated that the units if placed on the east side 
would not be visible from the street.  Ms. McKinley stated that the Commission cannot start 
going through every HVAC unit request and stating that it can’t be beside this house or it can’t 
be beside that house.  Mr. Hodges stated that he agreed with Monica but as much as he hated it 
the application is in compliance.                    
 
5.  A request has been made by Mr. Chris McLendon for a Certificate of Appropriateness to 
renovate the damage to the front office façade using 3’ x 6’ white fiberglass and a 6’ x 6’ picture 
window with simulated grilles glass on the structure located at 131 North Market Street.  The 
renovation will match the building at 248 West Main Street. 
 
Don Stroud representing Mr. McLendon came forward and explained the request.  He stated 
that he asked Mr. McLendon about a window with exterior muttons and Mr. McLendon stated 
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that the windows have already been ordered and have arrived with the muttons on the interior 
of the glass like Gary Wilson’s building and others downtown, which was okayed by John 
Rodman.  Ed Hodges stated that this is a large window and regardless of the muttons anything 
will look better than what was there before.  Mr. Stroud stated that the Commission has always 
treated first floor commercial windows differently than residential and upper stories.      
 
Judi Hickson made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation Commission 
grant a Certificate of Appropriateness to Mr. Chris McLendon to renovate the front façade of the 
structure located at 131 North Market Street.  This motion is based on the following findings of 
fact:  the application is congruous with the Historic Preservation Commission Design Guidelines, 
specifically Chapter 3.4 Windows and Doors. 
B.  Minor Works 
 
1.  A request has been made approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for Teriann 
Scarantino to remove a dead and decaying Pecan tree located in the rear yard of 216 Fleming 
Street. 
 
2.  A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for Mr. 
Leland Hill representing the First Christian Church to add small landscaping and repair the front 
porch railing with like material on the structure located at 120 North Academy Street. 
 
3.  A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for Mr. 
William Cochran to repair and replace windows with like materials and replace siding with same 
material on the structure located at 218 North Bonner Street. 
 
4.  A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for 
Metropolitan AME Zion Church to remove and replace the existing sign located at the front of 
the church at 102 West Marin Luther King Jr. Drive. 
 
5.  A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for Mr. 
Don Perkins to add anew gutters to the front porch on the house located at 402 East 2nd Street. 
 
6.  A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for 
Beaufort County to: 1) wash and clean the exterior brick 2) repoint damaged brick and replace 
mortar rand 3) use waterproof sealer on the buildings located at 210 North Market Street 
(Sheriff’s Dept.) 
 
7.  A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for Mr. 
Calvin McLean to add 2 condensing units on the east side of the house located at 121 East 2nd 
Street.  The units are not visible from the street. 
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Geraldine McKinley made a motion to approve all the minor works.  Seth Shoneman seconded 
the motion.  The motion passed with a majority vote with Monica Ferrari voting against the 
request and Judi Hickson abstaining.    
 

VI. Other Business 
 
Judi Hickson stated that she would like the Commission to revisit the Fence guideline vote from last 
month.  She stated that she would like to see the agreed upon fence guidelines passed onto the City 
Council.  She stated that she feels it deserves a hearing.   
 
Judi Hickson made a motion that the current fence guidelines be sent to the City Council for their 
consideration.  Monica Ferrari seconded the motion.  All voted in favor and the motion carried. 
 
 1.  Design Guidelines – Masonry Products 
 
 Emily Rebert came forward and presented some updates that she felt should be made to the 
design guidelines in reference to masonry products specifically Chapter 3 Section 2.  It was decided that 
the Commission review the information and make a decision at their next month’s meeting. 
 
VII. Approval of Minutes – October 6, 2015 
Monica Ferrari made a motion to approve the minutes.  Her motion was seconded by Seth Shoneman.  
All voted in favor. 
 
VIII. Adjourn 
There being no other business the meeting was adjourned. 


